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From: Friends of Millfield 
Sent: 25 April 2024 18:11
To: Planning Policy
Subject: Draft Local Plan Review Consultation Response
Attachments: Document F.pdf; Document E.pdf; Document D.pdf; Document C.pdf; Document 

B.pdf

Categories: Yellow Category

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening 
attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Dear SKDC Planning Team, 

In response to the consultation for the Draft Local Plan, the Friends of Millfield are conducting a 
petition which, when completed, will be presented by Sir John Hayes MP to Parliament on our behalf 
to urge SKDC to remove Site SKPR-144 from the Draft Local Plan and designate it as a Local Green 
Space. The petition to date (Document A) can be viewed by following the link below: 

Millfield Petition.pdf 
dropbox.com 

Residents of The Deepings have used Millfield as a place for formal and informal recreation since 
1882 when the Oddfellows Charity began their annual sports galas on the field. Millfield, grass land, 
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has at the same time been used for low level agriculture e.g. for grazing or annually cutting the grass 
for hay which has enabled formal events and informal recreation to take place simultaneously for 
over 140 years. This, along with Millfield Road, the country lane that runs parallel to Mill Field, is why 
it is so "cherished" (to quote Inspector Martin Edwards) by the local community. This community has 
protested and objected to attempts to change the rural character of this area. SKDC's consultation 
for the Draft Local Plan has been very unsatisfactory. There have been no opportunities for residents 
to meet SKDC councillors, question decisions or make their views heard. The two online 
"Consultations" were mere presentations. "Questions" supposedly submitted during the live event 
had prepared answers read out and questions the Friends of Millfield raised were left unanswered. 
Please see attached Document B (Consultation Road Show 2017) & Document C (Deepings School 
event May 2018) and consider Policy SP4 and the Localism Act which encourages local residents to 
influence planning decisions. 
 
Millfield has been rejected as a site for development for valid reasons time and again in the past and 
any future applications will likewise be contested. If "the goalposts" have now been moved to permit 
development, it is not commendable. Importantly, local dog walkers, walkers and joggers can also 
claim PRESCRIPTIVE EASEMENT for Millfield. Please see attached Document D (2014 rejection) and 
Document E (2018 rejection). 
 
In the Site Assessment Report, Millfield has 2 REDS for 2 MAJORS: surface water flood risk and 
because it is in a mineral safeguarding area. A sewage pumping main diagonally crosses the north 
field and this periodically leaks and floods. After heavy rainfall, Millfield is saturated and surface 
water 'lakes' appear, much to the delight of dogs. Millfield is very near to a flood zone of the River 
Welland and run off water from development could pose a high risk to other properties. Please see 
Document F (flood photos). 
 
Planning is not just about building houses - it's about giving people a place to live which benefits their 
physical and mental health. Millfield as a green space is vital to The Deepings. Please listen to the 
voice of local residents and remove Site SKPR-144 from the Draft Local Plan. 
 
The Friends of Millfield 
 
 



















































































































































































 
 
South Kesteven District Council 
Development Management 
Council Offices, St Peter's Hill, 
Grantham, Lincolnshire, NG31 6PZ 
Tel: 01476 406080 
E-mail: planning@southkesteven.gov.uk 
Web: www.southkesteven.gov.uk 

 
 

 
 
Ms Lynette Swinburne 
Savills (UK) Ltd 
Stuart House 
City Road 
Peterborough 
PE1 1QF 
 
 

REFUSAL OF OUTLINE PLANNING PERMISSION 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 

 
Part I – Particulars of application 
 
Application No: S18/2146 
Date Received: 10th December 2018 
Applicant: Lincolnshire County Council 
Proposal: Construction of up to 260 dwellings and new vehicular access 

from Millfield Road, public open space and associated 
infrastructure. Outline application with the matter of access for 
consideration 

Location: Land Off Millfield Road Market Deeping 
PE6 8AD 

Decision/Date 11th November 2020 
 
Part II – Particulars of decision 
 
The South Kesteven District Council hereby give notice in pursuance of the provisions of 
the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 that permission has been refused for the 
carrying out of the development referred to in Part I hereof, for the following reason(s): 
 
1. The submitted Statement of Community Involvement, together with the feedback from 

the public, Town Council and Neighbourhood Plan Group during consultation on the 
application has very clearly demonstrated that the proposal does not have substantial 
community support. Furthermore, the proposal would not meet a proven local need or 
address a specific targeted need for local market housing, that is not already provided 
for by allocated sites. It is therefore contrary to Local Plan Policy SP4 criteria (a) and (e). 
There are no overriding material considerations that outweigh this fundamental conflict 
with the Development Plan. 

 
2. The proposal would result in an unacceptable adverse impact on the open and rural 

character and appearance of the area, contrary to Local Plan policies DE1, EN1 and 
criteria b. and d. of SP4 

 
          … Continued 
 
 
 

http://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/


Note(s) to Applicant: 
 
1. Your attention is drawn to the attached notes explaining your rights of appeal regarding 

this decision. 
2. There is a fundamental objection to the proposal and it is considered that this cannot be 

overcome. Consideration has not been delayed by discussions which cannot resolve the 
reasons for refusal. The decision therefore accords with paragraphs 38 of the National 
Planning Policy Framework. 

 
 
 
William Richards 
Head Of Development Management 
11th November 2020 
  



GENERAL DEVELOPMENT PROCEDURE ORDER 2015 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 

Appeals to the Secretary of State 
 
If you are aggrieved by the decision of your local planning authority to refuse permission for 
the proposed development or to grant it subject to conditions, then you can appeal to the 
Secretary of State under section 78 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. 
 
If this is a decision on a planning application relating to the same, or substantially the same, 
land and development as is already the subject of an enforcement notice and you want to 
appeal against your local planning authority’s decision on your application, then you must do 
so within 28 days of the date of this notice. 
 
If an enforcement notice is served relating to the same, or substantially the same, land and 
development as in your application and if you want to appeal against your local planning 
authority’s decision on your application, then you must do so within 28 days of the date of 
the service of the enforcement notice or within six months of the date of this notice 
(whichever period expires earlier). 
 
If you want to appeal against other decisions, except for Householders which are 12 weeks, 
then you must do so within 6 months of the date of this notice.  Appeals should be submitted 
using a form that you can get from The Planning Inspectorate, Temple Quay House, 2 The 
Square, Temple Quay, Bristol BS1 6PN. 
   

Tel:  0303 444 5000 
Email:  enquiries@planning-inspectorate.gsi.gov.uk 
Website:-https://www.gov.uk/planning-inspectorate  
 

The Secretary of State can allow a longer period for giving notice of an appeal, but he will 
not normally be prepared to use this power unless there are special circumstances which 
excuse the delay in giving notice of appeal. 
The Secretary of State need not consider an appeal if it seems to him that the local planning 
authority could not have granted planning permission for the proposed development or could 
not have granted it without the conditions they imposed, having regard to the statutory 
requirements, to the provisions of any development order and to any directions given under 
a development order. 
In practice, the Secretary of State does not refuse to consider appeals solely because the 
local planning authority based their decision on a direction given by him. 
 
Purchase Notices 
If either the local planning authority or the Secretary of State for the Environment refuses 
permission to develop land or grants it subject to conditions, the owner may claim that he 
can neither put the land to a reasonably beneficial use in its existing state nor render the 
land capable of a reasonably beneficial use by the carrying out of any development which 
has been or would be permitted. 
In these circumstances, the owner may serve a purchase notice on the District Council in 
whose area the land is situated.  This notice will require the Council to purchase his interest 
in the land in accordance with the provisions of Part VI of the Town and Country Planning 
Act 1990. 

mailto:enquiries@planning-inspectorate.gsi.gov.uk
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