Concerns Regarding SKPR-327 Proposal
We have significant concerns about the SKPR-327 proposal, particularly when considered alongside the previously approved SKPR-272. Together, these developments would introduce approximately 700 new homes to Barrowby—almost doubling the size of the village, which currently has around 840 homes (based on the 2011 census).

This scale of expansion would place severe and unsustainable pressure on already overstretched local infrastructure and essential services. The following areas are expected to be particularly adversely affected:

· Water supply and waste management

· Hospitals and emergency care

· GP and dental services

· Roads and traffic

· Primary and secondary schools

In summary, this proposal risks exacerbating existing service limitations and degrading the quality of life for current residents. More detailed concerns are outlined below.

Water Supply and Waste Management
The financial burden of expanding water and sewerage infrastructure to accommodate an additional 455 homes must not fall on existing residents. There is legitimate concern that water bills could increase if the costs of service upgrades are passed on to the local population, rather than being fully covered by the developer.

It's likely that local water treatment facilities will require upgrades to handle the increased demand. Any associated costs should be borne entirely by the developer—not by the current community, who will see no direct benefit from the development.

Hospitals and Emergency Services
This proposal would significantly increase demand on an already overstretched healthcare system. Two key issues are of particular concern:

· There is no local A&E service in Grantham, only an Urgent Treatment Centre (UTC), which has been struggling to meet performance targets.

· The UTC has consistently failed to achieve the national standard of admitting, transferring, or discharging 95% of patients within four hours. As of April 2024, performance stood at only 85.3%, despite some recent improvements.

The healthcare system is already under pressure with the current population. Further increasing the local population without additional hospital capacity will almost certainly reduce service quality and increase waiting times, potentially putting residents at risk in emergency situations.

Doctors and Dentists
Primary healthcare services are already under strain. The national average GP-to-patient ratio is around 1:2200, and while Lincolnshire falls slightly below this, the area has a higher-than-average proportion of residents over 65, increasing overall demand for care.

In Barrowby, 30% of the population is over 65 (2021 Census), meaning existing GP services are likely already stretched thin. Additional population growth will worsen this imbalance.

Dental care is similarly impacted. Only one dental practice in Grantham is currently accepting new NHS patients. The next nearest practice accepting NHS patients is located 12 miles away in Sleaford—an unacceptable distance for those reliant on local services.

Schools
The local primary school in Barrowby is already operating beyond its stated capacity, with 240 pupils enrolled against a maximum of 238 (as of July 2025). Additional demand will force families to seek school places in Grantham, further contributing to road congestion during peak hours.

Secondary education is facing similar constraints. Walton Academy, the only local secondary school currently offering places, has just 22 spaces available. This falls well short of what would be needed to accommodate the children from hundreds of new households.

The lack of sufficient school places locally will result in more school-run traffic, especially along Dysart Road, worsening congestion and increasing safety concerns during rush hour.

Roads and Traffic
The cumulative impact of increased school traffic and additional commuters from 455 new homes will place a serious strain on local road networks—particularly Dysart Road, which is already heavily used during peak hours. The increase in vehicle usage will likely lead to greater congestion, longer travel times, and increased wear and tear on the road infrastructure, with no clear mitigation in place.

Conclusion
The proposed development poses a serious risk to the sustainability and well-being of Barrowby. Local services—including healthcare, education, utilities, and transport infrastructure—are already under pressure. 

We therefore strongly object to this and any future developments in Barrowby.

