Response to development proposal in Baston

Whilst it is acknowledged that the village of Baston is in need of a mechanism for growth to allow succession in the area, the proposed development is 
not only too large to be supported by the present level of local amenities but also presents the wrong type of development.
The village demographic is aging with the majority of the village population who own or rent properties being middle or old aged. The village is crying out for first time/ starter homes to allow the next generation to remain in the village , allowing it to grow and thrive. The proposed development of larger homes will be out of reach for all but moving up the property ladder and those professionals into the area meaning Baston will turn into nothing but a commuter belt for those travelling further afield. 
Village amenities and facilities will be overwhelmed with the influx of people associated with a development of the size proposed. 
The one state school in the village is already stretched to capacity with classrooms too small in size for the number of pupils and some year groups split between classes. Additional numbers of the proposed magnitude will put even more pressure.
The local road network already strained under the amount of traffic travelling on A15 will generate increased level of road safety incidents. Having lived in the village for 20 years I have been witness to numerous no doubt unreported near misses on the A15. Recent levels of traffic have seen an increased level of these . Perceived traffic volume increases were confirmed during a recent traffic count cried out by a local resident who recorded in excess of 300 vehicles passing the village cross roads in a 15-minute period. Such volumes see motorists and pedestrians see various ingenious methods in exiting junctions such as driving to the end of King St and turning by Waterside Garden centre, passengers decamping from their vehicles to use the pedestrian crossing to stop the traffic or turning onto the road in the easiest way possible and turning around in driveways and junctions to proceed on their way. Baton crossroads has a reputation locally for being unsafe for both pedestrians and drivers alike and it is only a matter of time before a fatality occurs. However, village residents have little choice. An increase in traffic from this development and those proposed in Bourne, Langtoft and |Market Deeping along with proposed local quarry developments will generate huge increases in traffic and make the A15 even more treacherous.
Local facilities such as Doctors and dentists are already overwhelmed.  Getting an appointment with a local doctor is a real challenge. It is not unusual to spend 2 hours on the phone just to talk to a receptionist by which time no further appointments are available. Some appointments are anything up to four weeks hence. Registration at a local dentist either private or NHS is a lottery with people travelling into Peterborough for both moving the problem elsewhere. Proposed developments in the area will place unsustainable pressure on an already overwhelmed system.
In conclusion, I do not support the proposed development.
